Howard regularly gave written and oral evidence to the House of Commons PAC, notably to the 2013-14 Enquiry 'Truth to Power: How civil service reform can succeed' in which Howard called for the upholding of ethical standards of behaviour in public service. Most of his research had an underlying plea that public leaders should be held accountable and uphold ethical behaviour. He continued to have a strong belief in the need for public service ethics and he vehemently resisted the shift of public administration teaching and research into business schools, in the fervent belief that business management and public service values were very different. The values of business management with their emphasis on profit making were anathema to Howard.
He was an ardent campaigner, with Professor Joyce Liddle, for the Campaign for a North-East Assembly between 1993 and 2004. In the years leading up to the 2004 Referendum, many a Saturday morning was spent in venues around the North-East, including Tony Blair's constituency of Sedgefield, rallying the voting public. At a time when the UK Cabinet contained several Ministers with NorthEast constituencies, and the region was experiencing its highest levels of job losses, factory closures and a general economic downturn, the prospect of regional devolution was important and immediate. Howard's indefatigable dry sense of humour and upbeat approach to the rightness of the cause was accompanied by his sense of modesty: despite his long experience as an eminent Professor of Politics and Governance, he was always eager to learn from younger campaigners. This became obvious to everyone, of course, when he posed very pointed and erudite questions to those opposed to a North-East Assembly, and never once during campaigning did Howard mention that he was a political expert.
Howard was a valued member of the Royal Institute of Public Administration, which during the 1980s met alternately in Newcastle and Durham Universities where Howard and his good friend the late Richard Chapman were leading lights. Richard had established the University of Durham Public Policy Studies group (PPSG) as a mechanism to encourage staff and young research students from North-East Universities to come together and exchange ideas on current policy issues. Howard was a regular speaker and attendee at these afternoon and evening events. He rarely failed to turn up and offer his excellent advice to past and current PhD students and early career researchers. Joyce Liddle was one of those research students in 1985 and Howard and Richard's mentoring and support were essential to enhancing the research focus and giving direction to her future academic career. Joyce was also fortunate to edit a special edition in her time as Editor of the International Journal of Public Sector Management on managing regeneration, and both contributed separate articles on their shared interest in regeneration in a Greek context.
Howard was an unfailing attendee at JUC/PAC meetings long after he retired from Northumbria. He was an honourable man who believed very strongly in giving something back to the profession that he loved. In more than 30 years of involvement with JUC/PAC, Joyce and other officers and followers could always rely on Howard's wise counsel on any issue. Howard was always available to offer a historical perspective and he never failed to give due consideration to any current concern. He continually reminded JUC/PAC Executive members of the need to be vigilant on maintaining the academic/practitioner link, and often he would table a paper for discussion lest we let any important issue drop off future agendas. In Joyce's role as PAC Chair and JUC Honorary Chair it was always very pleasing to see Howard in attendance at Executive meetings, safe in the knowledge that if we failed to discuss certain pertinent issues, Howard would act as the reminder to JUC/PAC as the Learned Society and 'voice' of the discipline.
Howard was a strong supporter of the traditional values of scholarship and had little time for the passing fashions of the modern university world. He was a mentor to many others and gave his time and his advice freely and his academic opinions generously. He was a one-off, living out his values in his commitment to the Labour Party, the Cooperative Party and the Campaign to Protect Rural England. He was a good man, a decent man and above all a gentleman. We will miss him.
